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1.The food system ς then and now 

2.²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άŦƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ economic 
development? 

3.What kinds of enterprises and 
initiatives does it promote? 

4.²ƘŀǘΩǎ the role of public policy? 
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Source: Adapted from SF Food Systems 

What do we mean by food system? 



PRODUCTION: How & where is food 
grown? 

PROCESSING:   How does ag turn into 
food? 

DISTRIBUTION:  How does food get from 
farm to consumer? 

CONSUMPTION:  How and where do we 
buy our food? 

DISPOSAL:  What do we do with the 
leftovers? 



Tell us how it was in the 
ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭŜ ŘŀȅǎΧ 



hƴŎŜ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΧ  
The Family Farm   



Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/tracman/ 

[ƻŎŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƧǳǎǘΧfood   



Local produce was sold at your  
ǘƻǿƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΧ 

Covered market stalls along Pike Place, circa 1911.  Photograph by Webster & Stevens.  MOHI Photograph Collection, 1983.10.6868.2 



DǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΧ 

Customers waiting to buy butter at Shepherd's Grocery, Seattle, 1943  



Χreally small.  

άtǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǾŜƴŘƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǊǎŜ-ŘǊŀǿƴ ŎŀǊǘ ŀǘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅέ 
Source: Library of Congress, http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.12727  



Most people walked to the store.  



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
our current food 

system? 



monoculture 



irrigation 



low-wage labor 



industrial scale distribution  



centralized warehousing 



Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/unaesthetic/22725413/sizes/l/ 

megastores 


